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1) Introduction

2) What is AI, really?

3) Global South & AI

4) South Africa’s AI Landscape

5) Sectoral Applications

6) Opportunities for SA/Global South

7) Risks & Ethical Challenges

8) Critical Reflections

9) Closing & Q&A

AGENDA
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• AI as a social, economic and political force

• Four core attributes  of AI (per well received definitions):

➢ Goal –oriented actions

➢ Ability to learn or adapt

➢ Autonomous decisions making

➢ Influential to real or digital environments

What is AI, really?
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1) Scope of Intelligence :  Artificial Narrow Intelligence (ANI) vs Artificial General Intelligence (AGI)

2) Learning Method:  Machine Learning (ML) vs Deep Learning (DL)

❖ Rules–based Systems / Reinforced Learning / Unsupervised Learning

3) Purpose of AI:  Analytical AI vs Generative AI. 

4) Logic Construction:  Symbolic  AI vs Constructionist AI

AI Classification Framework
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• Global South lag.

• Digital divide widening: 

➢ infrastructure, 

➢ Compute,

➢ Capital, 

➢ data, 

➢ skills.

• Sovereignty issues – who are the technologies owners?

Global South Context
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Patterns of use: Asking (advisor) - 49%), Doing (task completion) - 40%, and Expressing (personal self 
reflection) - 11%.  Source:  OpenAI &  Harvard 2025)
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Albania’s Minister Diella?
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• PC4IR

• National AI Policy Framework (2024).

• AU AI Strategy

• State of Corporate and SOE adoption

South Africa’s AI Landscape
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• Healthcare

• Finance

• Energy - Eskom

• Public Sector Service Delivery 

Sectoral Applications
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• Leapfrogging legacy systems

• Solving developmental priorities

• Creating local innovation ecosystems

Opportunities for SA/Global South
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Swiss AI model (Apertus) , which is 

fully open source , transparent, and 

multilingual, and built with Swiss 

data protection and copyright laws.
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• Bias, exclusion, job displacement.

• Concentration of power 

➢ big Tech 

➢ big VC dominance

• AI governance and accountability.

Risks & Ethical Challenges

Source:  daffodil
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• Why Global South voice matters in AI debates.

• Choice between importing models vs building contextual solutions.

• Existential “imperative” framing

Critical Reflections
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Thank You!

info@summitai.co.za

www.summitai.co.za

mailto:info@summitai.co.za
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